


Can you change
the destructive
Impact of a system
with the same
logic that created
It?
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Major trends in conservation policy and practice:

1. Privatizing park management

2. Payments for environmental services (TEEB, etc)
3. Carbon credits (CDM) & REDD

4. Conservation marketing

5. New financial + ICT mechanisms:

1. Conservation derivatives, Species banking (see ), Sustainability
enhancement investments, Wetland credits

2. Web 2.0/ social media tools

6. Tourism

=» Many of these obviously in relation to protected areas and community-
based conservation initiatives
Moié-g.n""ll

3 05 December


http://www.speciesbanking.com/

& This site iz part of the Ecosystem Marketplace Network. Learn Mora == Our Sister Sites...
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SPECIESBANKING.COM <t Carbon Portal
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Featured Articles Latest Mews

New focus on opening up markets for
carbon trade

MNew to the Market?

2011 Update: State of Biodiversity
Markets
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This Week in Cap-and-Trade Beats Innovative Tool Wideo Tour of SpecissBanking.com
. ) How Should Congress ] ) L )
Biodiversity: Offset . Slash-and-Shirk Any Provides Development State of Biodiversity Marketz report
B Amend the Farm Bill? )
Action Down Under Day Alternatives What iz SpeciesBanking.com?

US Censervation Banking
Program Snapshot US Market Snapshot Backgrounder

US Wetland Banking Backgrounder

Programs 40 US wetland & stream banks 7
Australian Market-Based Instruments
Programs in development 20 US zpecies banks 102 Backgrounder
Global payments per annum U5%1.8-2.9 billion Area protected or restored - annual 26,622 acres View All Key Resources
Area protected or restored *86,000 ha Area protected or restored - cumulative 481,629 acres Mitigation Mail
Most recent program 1212010 Credit Price Range (USS) $1.5K-8650K  Dontmiss a beat Subscribe to

Mitigation Mail, the Ecosystem
Marketplace’s eMewsletter on
mitigation/conservation banking.

Offset and Compensation Programs

& F

- Mitigation Mail Archives

BIODIVERSITY PES US WETLAND & STREAM BANKS

Link to cur dataset of 51
government mediated biodiversity
FES schemes.

Link to our dataset of 822 US
wetland and stream banks.

What is SpeciesBanking.com?

Speciesbanking.com is a global information clearinghouse for a segment of biodiversity markets focusing
on biodiversity offsetting, compensation and banking® Untl now, there has been no centralized
information resource to serve researchers, policy makers, buyers, sellers, and other market participants.
This site aims to provide a succinct answer to the guestion 'VWhat is happening in biodiversity offset and
compensation programs around the world?" SpeciesBanking com provides information at two levels: at the
Program level and at the level of individual biodiversity banks.




"Neoliberal conservation” has moved beyond
opening up the natural realm to the logic of capital,
and thus beyond the traditional Marxist political
ecology emphasis that nature must be seen as a set
of “radically different environments that have
been created under several centuries of
capitalism” (Harvey, 1998: 332);

It is the idea that nature can only be ‘saved’
through its submission to capital and its
subsequent revaluation in capitalist terms




= Tackles three crises for the
price of one é

= How? By going from

money growing on trees.. .

= To trees growing on
money

= Global green new deal or
the ‘green economy’ ‘
P o
-y



http://henrikhustad.files.wordpress.com/2007/11/money_on_trees_copy1.jpg

“The invisibility of biodiversity
values has often encouraged
Inefficient use or even
destruction of the natural
capital that is the foundation of
our economies.”’

Pavan Sukhdev
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SUSTAINABILITY

Groen, gezond
en productief

The Economics of Ecosystems
& Biodiversity (TEEB NL):
natuur en gezondheid

Economische instrumenten
voor biodiversiteit

Een uitwerking van TEEB-aanbevelingen ten
behoeve van de Taskforce Biodiversiteit en
Natuurlijke Hulpbronnen

Bouwstenenrapport
Delft, juli 2011

Opgesteld door:
M.D. {Marc) Davidson
G.C. (Geert) Bergsma
M.J. (Martijn) Blom



Some core questions In theorizing
the current ‘green economy’

» How does value-creation work in the 215t century
global capitalist economy? What is (most) valuable in
today’s capitalist economy?

» What will happen when we try to make conservation
‘valuable’ according to the contemporary capitalist
Idea of value?

» And to what kind of ‘nature’ and ‘conservation’ does
this lead?
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Value in contemporary
Capitalism

Capital Is ‘money In process’, ‘value In process’ (Marx)
Central imperative: “to reduce the time and cost of
circulation so that capital can be returned more quickly to the

sphere of production and accumulation can proceed more
rapidly” (Smith): importance of circulation

Enhanced tremendously by ICT technologies

Depends — vitally — on credit and fictitious capital: “money
thrown into circulation as capital without any material basis
In commodities or productive activity” (Harvey)

18820
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Value in contemporary
Capitalism (2)

= Credit can function to stabilize circulation, but at the same
time reinforces and enlarges contradictions, especially
overproduction and speculation

= In the process, ‘ephemeral values’ emerge, based not on
material commodities but on immaterial commodities:
expertise, financial constructs, meaning-giving, brands, etc.

= Two major consequences

— the valorization of production is increasingly alienated from the act of
production

— Increasing reliance on continuous intensification of capital C|rculat|on

lest fictitious capital loses its ‘value’

11



LLILTENT L

!/

> s:cugmas

»1%)s | |
caglizsmnm oom F g -2 /ﬁh

"I THOUGHT WE WERE JUST BUYING A HOUSE!”



I WISH
YOUR CRITICS —
LINDERSTOOD YA
THE WAY I O, e

BOY. T




.. WE NOW TURN T0 AN EXPERT ON
THIS SUBJECT, (WHO DOESNT ACTUALLY
KNOW ANY MORE THAN WE D0, BUT
HE LOOKS SINCERE, SOUNDS CONVINGING

AND HAS *DR! IN FRONT OF HiS NAME.




"NESPRESSO.

Le café corps et &me.

so.com *Quoi d’autre ?






N

Bty When nature becomes —
st shatiotiiia . Natural
‘Natural Capital’? =

= First: a need to assign quantitatively comparable values to
qualitatively incommensurable conditions and relationships

= Quantification problematic and inherently anti-ecological:

1) “unlike money, ‘nature cannot be disaggregated into discrete and homogenous value
units’”’;

2) areliance on money leads to “inadequate accounting for the irreversible character of
many natural processes”;

G 3) monetization involves an absolute “tension between money’s quantitative limitlessness =
™ and the limits to natural wealth of any given material qualities”;

~4) the price of a resource stock determined not only by absolute size, but by many other
= aspects of how markets work, meaning price may not rise as depletion occurs; and

= 5) “higher resource prices may actually accelerate a resource’s depletion”

-~
GST:

:
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«.THESE SPECIES
ARE UNPROFITABLE, 50
THEY WILL BE LAID OFF.

EVERYTHING
BE MEASURED
IN MONEY?

FOR EXAMPLE, IF
IT WASNT FOR US
DUNG DECOMPOSERS,
THE WORLD WouLD
DROWN N SHIT.

: - - o > =g
- : 5 AP e e - \-.\
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Nature becomes ‘Natural
Capital’

Second: Material natures need to be refashioned /
reconceptualized such that they enable the circulation of
ephemeral values

In order for natural capital markets to work, they must make those
markets ‘liquid’

Problematic for markets of ‘environmental services’, as their
liquidity is usually circumscribed in space and time

Hence: necessity to go beyond simple ‘payments for ecosystem
services’ systems, as these are not ‘liquid’ enough

PES overtaken by many other initiatives to turn nature into
circulating capital

385
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The emergence of fictitious
conservation

—CER — NSW — RaGl

= Fundamental contradiction in the link between 238
material environment and monetized service 1

= Distinct natures need to be standardized and utterly
abstracted in order to be exchangeable, leading to a
profoundly ‘new face of nature’ a0

= Creating systematic speculation, risks and the 1084
(ultimate) separation of nature from the material and
social conditions that produced them 56,51

= But that is exactly the point! 434

- 19.52
21735

-15.18

=08

rr

5217

50.00
Feb 28 Mar 11 Mar23 Aprd Apr 16 Apr 28 lay 10 May 22



Eco

Boulderites Vote To Keep Carbon Tax

CONTACTUS | SUPPORTUS | SITE MAP | ESPARIOL

system Marketplace

DIRECTORY

NEWSLETTERS

& MarketWatch

Carbon Mid-price* [3 month]

—CER —EUA

Boulder, Colorado is home to roughly 100,000 people, .

and most of them believe we should dig into our own =TS $10.26
pockets to fight climate change. On Tuesday, they e
once again put their money where their mouths have SENS

long been when 82% of those participating in a
referendum decided to keep the city's landmark
carbon tax for another five years. [ Go To Article |

Aug 15 Sep 14

View Markets

+| Carbon Market

*| Water Markat

v| Biodiversity Market

EFETTING 57 )

Want to learn more about the basics of
environmental markets? Read our
market backgrounder for a crash
COUrse.

rr| Eco Markets Intro

»| PES Primer

State of the Voluntary
Carbon Markets 2012
++| Download Report

v+ | Exec. Summary

re| En Espanal

[rm— Mapping Ecosystem
L Markets: The Matrix

v+ Download Chart

++| Download Report

M o

Visit our sister sites to leam more about
regional markets and important aspects
of ecosystem markets

»| Community Portal

»| Species Banking

»| Mercados Ambientales
+| Forest Carbon Portal

| Kerry Ten Kate and Patrick Magui 3 |

versily_@:g_kel, landing_page.php

FEATURED ARTICLES

600-Strong Coalition Says No REDD Campaign Is Way Off-Target
The Amazon Working Group, which, represents roughly 600 social movement organizations
across the Amazon Basin, has made a rare public denunciation ...

Colombia Launches Ground-Breaking
REDD Project On Collective Lands

The Choco-Darien Conservation Corridor in Colombia marks the first REDD project certified
under the VCS as well as the first project ...

Forest Carbon Prices Doubled In 2012

, The price of forest carbon credits doubled in 2011, leading to a record market value of $237
Read More...

million as more country ...

Norway's Pension Fund Vows To

Purge Holdings That Drive Deforestation
Billions of dollars flow into conservation every year, but that's a mere ftrickle compared to the
tsunami of investment flowing into ..

Indigenous Rangers Track, Document

Illlegal Logging On Protected Territory

Brazil's Paiter-Surul, who created the first-ever indigenous-led REDD project, have
documented illegal logging, fishing, and cattle grazing on their territory. The ...

Read More...

REDD+ Financing Efforts

Leave Pilot Projects In Limbo

Ghanaian businessman John Addaquay believes REDD+ can jump-start sustainable
agriculture across central Ghana, and scones of experts agree. Private invesiors, however, ...

Read More...

This Week In Water: When Risk Becomes Reality
Forest Trends is participating in The Pemvian Ministry of Environment's Peru Watershed
Services Incubatoer's clinic this week to discuss hydralegy, economics ...

Read Mora...

L Bl bl ol ™ mnalad Bl

Read More...

Read More...

Read More...

- search site - m

. CARBON HOMEPAGE

°IN-| State of the Forest Carbon
w Markets 2012

— & carbon Marksts Homepage

'WATER HOMEPAGE

State of Watershed Payments

Q“' Water Markets Homepage

State of Blodiversity Markets

(’:‘}' Blodiversity Markets Homepage

FADAY'S NEWS =

» UN Carbon Offset Daily Supply
Rises Most in More Than a Year

+ Biodiversity neglected in countdown
to Doha

* Large emissions gap by 2020, Unep
warns

» Doha climate talks live chat: what's
at stake for poor countries?

» Pollution Fight Fading as European
Leaders Battle Crigis

» FAD Releases Global Spatial
Database on Water and Agriculture

+ View and Search All News

Stay up to date on the latest in
environmental markets

Current Newsletter Issues
Marketplace eNewslatter
V-Carbon News
Forest Carbon Newsletter
WE.T.

Community Forum
Mitigation Mail

| All Archived Newsletter

Subscribe Now
&A1
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The emergence of fictitious
conservation (2)

The upshot is the full-fledged conversion of conserved nature
Into capital, so enabling its ultimate purpose: becoming a new
vehicle for money in process, or value In process

Conservation, becomes fictitious capital, leading to ‘fictitious
conservation’: the severing of conservation action and
material natures

The limits of fictitious conservation: obviously intertwined
with other forms of conservation

T
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Concluding thoughts

= Current (capitalist!) green economy is part of the
Intensification of capitalism

= To believe that nature can be conserved by increasing
the intensity, reach and depth of the logic of capital is
arguably one of the biggest contradictions of our times

= The simultaneous production of believe systems (Jim
lgoe) and understanding circulation in alternative
economies (Sian Sullivan)

g aesh
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» Be critical of solutions based on the same logic that
created the problem in the first place

» Important iIs to focus on ‘systemic’ features: we must
confront the logic behind the ecological crisis

» Two-step strategy:

» Short term: truly ‘green’ production processes, cut subsidies,
redirect public spending, tax CO2, financial transactions,
defuse competitive pressure, slow down trade, etc

» Medium to longer term: conceptualizing and building
“alternative economic spaces’, based not on capital as ‘value
in process’ and economic growth but on equality and
democratic values rooted in people and nature PR

e
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